WRITING AN INTRODUCTION
Your introduction should include the following three things:

1. A hook: Something to grab your reader and make him/her want to keep reading.  This can be a quotation, a shocking idea, a series of questions (or a question and possible answers), an anecdote or story.  The key is that it must be relevant and well integrated into the rest of the introduction, as well as tied back to at the end of the conclusion.
2. The bridge: This is a brief summary of your topic.  The summary must narrow to your thesis statement, so only include the details necessary for your reader to understand your main point.  This summary should be 3-5 sentences in length.
3. Your thesis statement: The main argument of your paper.  What the paper will prove.  It is usually the answer to the prompt.  It also includes the blueprint or plan for what you will cover in each body paragraph.  It typically contains the main ways in which you will prove your thesis, which will become the topic sentences of your body paragraphs.   Your thesis statement may be more than one sentence, if necessary.


Here are some basic examples:
· Poe creates a suspenseful tone through the use of diction, symbolism, and character development.

· Through the use of dramatic irony, relationships, and figurative language, Shakespeare’s purpose in Romeo and Juliet is to challenge the idea that fate controls human actions.
· Although fables were told to children for nightly bedtime entertainment, the Brothers Grimm moralize their Rapunzel tale and warn of the dangers of stealing.   They depict their purpose by writing an engaging plot, developing identifiable characters, and utilizing descriptive details.
Sample Introduction (for a research paper):
On April 23, 1994, as Barbara Schoener was jogging in the Sierra foothills of California, she was pounced on from behind by a mountain lion.  After an apparent struggle with her attacker, Schoener was killed by bites to the neck and head (Rychnovsky 39).  In 1996, because of Schoener’s death and other highly publicized attacks, California politicians presented voters with Proposition 197, which contained provisions repealing much of a 1990 law enacted to protect the lions.  The 1990 law outlawed sport hunting of mountain lions and even prevented the Department of Fish and Game from thinning the lion population.  The proposition was rejected by a large margin, probably because the debate turned into a struggle between hunting and anti-hunting factions.  Although society often distorts human and animal relationships, in reality a strong wildlife management program would reduce the number of lion attacks on humans, and in the long run, would also protect the lions.
Sample Introduction (topic: identify the author’s purpose):

What is so special about an orange?  Although they are simple round objects that are they same color as their name, they seem to hold some unique characteristic that not only makes them easy to eat and refreshingly delicious, but also seem to have the power to evoke memories.  Larry Woiwode shares his childhood obsession with this orange fruit in his essay “An Ode to an Orange.”  He explains how he would fake sickness in order to be given one by his mother.  He describes the sensation of peeling an orange, the sticky sweet juices erupting and the flavors exploding.  He explains the best way to eat an orange, even offering a suggestion of using a pencil to pierce the skin.  Yet, in the end, he acknowledges the extraordinary gift the oranges were, bringing sunshine to the harsh winter months.  Woiwode’s purpose in writing this short story is not simply to explain how best to enjoy an orange; instead, using the orange as a symbol, Woiwode uses descriptive writing and a tone of childlike wonder to convey the need for hope in a sometimes bleak world.
**For more details about introductions (and other writing tidbits), please visit this resource from Purdue’s OWL: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/owlprint/724/.
