Writing a Conclusion
Just like an introduction has three parts, so does the conclusion!

1. Restate Thesis Statement using "Wrap Up" Words: In conclusion, Therefore, In summary, All in all, To sum it up.  Don’t merely copy the thesis statement word for word from the introduction, though.  Try to rewrite it using different words so that it is a bit fresh for your readers!
2. Significance/So What?: What is so important about this topic? Does anything need to change?  Try to avoid simply restating your three main points and go further with the significance of your topic.
3. Final Thought (i.e. “Jerry Springer”): These are the last words in the essay; if possible, tie back to hook.  The goal is to leave your reader with something to think about, like a larger concern, consequence, challenge, quote, or question.

A Sample Conclusion (be sure to read the sample introduction on the Writing an Introduction handout…you’ll see how this provides a nice closing “bookend” to the essay):

Therefore, wildlife management would benefit both Californians and the California lions.  Although some have argued that California needs fewer people, not fewer lions, humans do have an obligation to protect themselves and their children, and the fears of people in lion country are real.  As for the lions, they need to thrive in a natural habitat with an adequate food supply.  “We simply cannot let nature take its course,” writes Terry Mansfield of the Department of Fish and Game (Perry 1).  In fact, not to take action in California is as illogical as reintroducing the lions to Central Park and Boston Common, places where they once also roamed.   

